Below | have tried to put together a step-by-steprtal to make an an
from wire. This is one of the easier pieces andha, as with all piece
all that is needed is a pair of small pliers anha of small wire cutters
| describe the wire as either double twist or rthread. The double
twist is the straight vertical; the single threadhe wire coming off at
45 degrees as seen in the photos.

First step is to cut the shapes of the
heads as shown left. 2 pieces of the
same shape are needed, one with
single threads, one with the single
threads cut off. Also leave enough
of the double threads lengths that
they can be manipulated.

Once both head shapes are cut out
place the version with single
threads over the version without
and with your fingers simply fold

' the single threads around the wire
of the second piece to form the
connection.

Once all the single threads have been folded ogerthe small
pliers to pull the single threads tighter and floidther to
strengthen the connection. Also connect the 4 dotliskads at
the top of the head, but leave the 6 at the bottom.

Cut the shape of the first part of the thorax as
shown and create a tube shape by matching up
the single threads with their opposite number.
Note that the number of double threads matches
the number from the head.

The second part of the thorax is made in the same
way with the exception that one side has 5 double
threads rather than 6. This is to add a bit more
shape when the 2 parts are connected. This part
should be more conical than tube shaped.




The main body is made in the same way as the
head. Cut the two shapes as shown in the
picture, with straight threads on one and none
on the other. The simplest way to ensure the
shape is correct is by counting the number of
‘holes’ in each of the rows.

As with the head, the single threads are folded
over and round the second template to make
the connections, this is done on all the single
thread, and the 4 double threads at the bottom
of the Ants body.

Once all the threads have been folded round,
again use the pliers to pull and fold the single
| threads tight. Also remember to leave the 6
~ double threads at the top of the body. These,
. like the head when manipulated into shape
will match the double threads on the thorax.

The last pieces to cut out are the six legs; these
then folded on themselves lengthways so that the
single threads can be attached to their opposite
number. Twist two of the double threads at onetenc
form a point; the other end of the legs will be
attached to the first part of the thorax. The améen
needs to be cut to have the three single threads fo
| attaching.

With the head and body connected, but
not yet shaped, the pieces to make the
ant are all shown in the picture. The
legs are shown before folding and
connecting.




Now all the pieces are gathered they can stare joub
together. The first step is with the head and thaybThe
shapes need to be manipulated into the correct fidiind
the easiest way is to pull the two pieces apatt my
fingers whilst putting pressure on the line of cection
with my thumbs to force the wire into a 3D shapeisT
will take a while to get used to, and use the plterget a
better purchase on the wire if need be.

Once the forming of the head and body is
completed, there should be 4 parts to connect
together to form the whole body of the ant. The
double threads between head and thorax,
between the two parts of the thorax, and between
thorax and body can now be connected.

Double threads are trickier to connect than
the single threads, the trick is to ensure that
the connection is strong; if the double
threads are cut short they can break apart
which is awkward.

Once the parts of the ants are connected, thecbeys
be attached. All legs once folded and connected nee
to be formed into tube like shapes. The 2 double
threads at the end of each leg should then behatiac
to the fist part of the thorax, ensuring that whibey
are positioned can be mirrored on the other sioee T
can be spent at this point with fingers and pliers
work on the shape of the ant until you are happy.

The final parts to add are the antenna. The sihgéads need
to be positioned to give the best strength to tmection.
Ensure that they are positioned in symmetrical gscom the
head.

With a few final tweaks you should have an ant
similar to the picture shown. To completely finish
the piece, use some standard car spray paint to
colour the piece. | often feel that a piece dods no
come to life until it is sprayed, the choice of
colour is up to you, although some of the sprays
are ‘pearlescent metallic’ which give a very nice
finish. The spray paint also helps make the piece
more rigid giving an almost plastic coating to the
sculpture.

| hope this tutorial has been of interest and ef us



